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"Hut! Hut! Go long, Tiki!"   Tiki and Ronde's twelfth summer is winding down -- the nights are getting

shorter and the evenings cooler. That means two things: The first day of junior high is just a few

days away, and it's almost the start of football season at last. With two championships and an 8-2

season last year, Tiki and Ronde are ready to graduate from the Peewee League and hit the field as

starting players for the Hidden Valley Eagles.   But junior high is a lot bigger than elementary school.

The competition for starting spots is stiff, and seniority rules. If Tiki and Ronde make it past tryouts

and cuts, will they get the chance to play, or will they have to spend the season watching from the

bench with the other seventh graders?   Inspired by the childhood of NFL superstars Tiki and Ronde

Barber, Kickoff! is a story of teamwork, perseverance, and what it takes to be a champion.

Lexile Measure: 690 (What's this?)

Series: Barber Game Time Books

Paperback: 176 pages

Publisher: Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books; Reprint edition (August 26, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1416970800

ISBN-13: 978-1416970804

Product Dimensions:  5.1 x 0.4 x 7.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.6 out of 5 stars       31 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #239,709 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #120 inÂ Books > Children's Books

> Sports & Outdoors > Football   #1100 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life

> Family Life > Siblings   #1877 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life >

Friendship, Social Skills & School Life > School

Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 3 - 7

"Hut! Hut! Go long, Tiki!"  Tiki and Ronde's twelfth summer is winding down--the nights are getting

shorter and the evenings cooler. That means two things: The first day of junior high is just a few

days away, and it's almost the start of football season at last. With two championships and an 8-2

season last year, Tiki and Ronde are ready to graduate from the Peewee League and hit the field as



starting players for the Hidden Valley Eagles.  But junior high is a lot bigger than elementary school.

The competition for starting spots is stiff, and seniority rules. If Tiki and Ronde make it past tryouts

and cuts, will they get the chance to play, or will they have to spend the season watching from the

bench with the other seventh graders?  Inspired by the childhood of NFL superstars Tiki and Ronde

Barber, Kickoff! is a story of teamwork, perseverance, and what it takes to be a champion.   .com

Exclusive Q&A with NFL Superstars Tiki Barber and Ronde Barber, Authors of Kickoff!    .com: How

do the lessons learned on the field benefit a player's academic life? Tiki Barber: The structure and

discipline that it takes to understand schemes and game plans are great tools that transcend the

playing field and carry into the classroom. Additionally, because of the strict academic guidelines for

athletes, doing well in school is often a requirement for participation. Ronde Barber: I honestly

don&#x92;t think they benefit it in a direct way. To me, playing lessons are more life lessons. What

you are as a student is more a reflection of what you are willing to put into your schoolwork. And in

that way I guess it correlates but only because in sports, if you&#x92;re talented enough and have

enough drive, you will reap the rewards of the hard work you put into it. .com: In Kickoff! Tiki and

Ronde are faced with a tough decision: Should they stick with the team even if it means riding the

bench? What advice do you have for kids who love their sport but aren&#x92;t getting a lot of

playing time on the field?  Ronde: You are the only one who can control how hard you work

regardless of your current amount of playing time. There may be better players on your team, but

that doesn't mean you can't outwork them. It takes absolutely no talent to work hard, do your best,

and be the most focused guy. Eventually we all get our opportunity. Tiki: I would encourage them to

keep their eyes on the prize. If you never stop trying then you will never fail. I would also tell them to

try and differentiate themselves by developing a specific skill or to consider a different position that

may suit their talents better. .com: How important is a positive attitude to a team's success?  Tiki: A

positive attitude is critical to a team&#x92;s success. There was a poster in our locker room that

speaks specifically to this: "Whether you think you can, or you think you can't, you're probably right!"

It's the belief that you can be successful that pulls you through the tough times, on the field and off. 

Ronde: You only get out of anything what your mind is willing to accept is possible. The best way to

gain success is to prepare for success and then see it through. So if you don't believe it is possible,

chances are it won&#x92;t be.  .com: How can a player get the attention of his or her coach? 

Ronde: Do the right things and take coaching well. No one, especially a coach, likes a negative

attitude.  Tiki: A good way to get a coach to notice you is to volunteer to do things that other players

might shy away from. For example, in football, being a special teams player is important but lacks

that glory that athletes crave. By volunteering to do the grunt work, you show your coach that you



have the passion to be on the field and help the team win.  .com: Growing up, what was the most

important thing you learned from your coaches?  Tiki: That even though you put all of your energy

into something, and still fail, don't be discouraged, because in actuality you&#x92;ve learned a

valuable lesson that will help you be successful in the future.  Ronde: Well, I had lots of coaches

growing up and they all had important influences on me. It would be hard to say any one is more

important than another. But what sticks out to me is the idea of just playing hard. Expect adversity.

And force your will on your opposition.  .com: What advice do you have for students who have a

difficult time balancing school and sports?  Ronde: To me the best part of playing sports in school

was that it made me organize my time in order to get everything done. Unlike regular kids, student

athletes have less free time to commit to their schoolwork. So I would encourage them to schedule

their day around their sport. You know when you have to be at practice, and you know when you

have to be at school. The time in between you can get a lot done, so make it a routine that you can

stick with.  Tiki: Make lists. It allows you to prioritize the important things in your life. When you can

systematically check off the day&#x92;s tasks, you&#x92;re more able to focus on completing them.

 .com: Growing up, did you ever get nervous before a game or in the classroom? How did you

handle it?  Tiki: I was always nervous before every game and in the classroom, at test time for

instance. I was always able to handle it by visualizing success: Playing the se.comuence of events

through my head helped prepare me for what was ahead.  Ronde: Everyone feels nerves or anxiety

at times. I think of it as excess energy. There is nothing you can really do to get rid of it. The best

way I know how to deal with it is to make sure you are prepared to succeed. If you know you have

studied enough for a test or practiced enough for a game, then you can expect to know how you will

do, and in that way you can embrace those nerves and use that energy to your advantage.  .com:

Kickoff! delivers the message that "players make plays, but teams win championships." How does

this message apply to sports and life?  Ronde: I don&#x92;t think we can ever really accomplish

anything in life by ourselves. We always have parents, friends, coaches, teachers that lift us up and

help us along. In a sense, that is your team in life just as a good .comuarterback needs good

receivers to help him or a good running back needs a good offensive line. Only together can they

succeed. So when we compete or when we test, yes, it&#x92;s the individual that has to make the

"play" but it's the whole team that wins in the end.  Tiki: We all have individual responsibilities in

sports and in life. Personal focus and dedication are paramount to being successful individually, but

it is the coordinated effort of the many that ultimately brings fulfillment. That applies to a team, a

marriage, a job, etc. We are all components of something, and the strength of all components

determines the viability of the whole.   --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of



this title.

Not every football story boasts an eye-catching jacket illustration by Kadir Nelson, but then not

every football story has the names Tiki Barber (broadcaster and former NFL player) and Ronde

Barber (current NFL player) on the cover. Following three picture books based on the Barber twins'

childhood, this longer book was inspired by their experiences as they entered junior high.

Comfortable going through elementary school together, Tiki and Ronde find themselves thrown off

their stride when faced with changing classes, dealing with more-demanding teachers, and seeing

each other only at lunch and at football practice. With some guidance from their mother and other

mentors, they begin to make their way through the challenges of junior high. Football plays a key

role in the story, and a glossary is appended for readers unfamiliar with the terminology, but

academic concerns and a community action subplot are woven into this as well. An appealing

choice for young football fans, particularly those hoping to make the team. Phelan, Carolyn --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Super cute book! Another read for my 9 year old for summer work. She's not a football fan but she

really enjoyed this one.

my 9 yr old is reading all the books

My son hated reading. It was such a task to get him to read even with all the popular books among

3rd graders. He loves football so I tried these books and he has gone through 5 in the series so far.

Great

The 5th grade boys who read this book really connected with it! This was the centerpiece of our

tutoring program for several weeks!

I am not a big football fan and I don't know a lot about football but this book was good it is about two

twins that have each other and they are not in the same classes but they are in the same football

team though there are also some troubles on the way.

The young man to whom I gave the book really liked it a lot. Unfortunately, I did not read it entirely



myself, which I intend to do if I can wrestle it back from him....or to the other young man to whom he

lent it. This is a topic that he loves, and it isn't easy to find such topics for him. Would like to find

more such books at this reading level.

I like this book great vocabulary great cause and effect and great conflict and resolution it is best

book in the world amazing like like like like like like like like like like like like I recommend this book

four my friend Chris and my girlfriendDanika
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